
 

 

On this site, we have been working with local people from 

Maya Mopan, and on many occasions we have found artifacts that 

they recognize from their day-to-day life, such as pieces of a 

metate, a mano and pieces of pottery. This season, we also found 

the second largest piece of pottery in the Stann Creek District (in 

a formal site). In the settlement, we can also see how houses were 

raised to avoid flooding, similar to houses in Belize now.  

We hope to continue our relationship with the Maya 

people and to expand our knowledge of the Maya past.  
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Alabama is one of the few Maya sites being 

excavated in the Stann Creek District at present. It can help 

us better understand the ancient Maya culture in the area. 

It is for this reason that we are excavating this year! Since it 

is situated on an orange orchard, it has remained fairly 

undisturbed due to the minimal change in landscape.  

 The use of granite slabs at Alabama is not as 

common for Maya architecture. There are large granite 

slabs leading into the monumental core, near structure 3 on 

the map. These are rarely seen. The ballcourt at Alabama 

has also been constructed in an uncommon way. Often, 

they are constructed using many smaller stones, whereas at 

Alabama they used large facing stones and pebble fill.  

   

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Alabama site is located in the Stann Creek 

District of Belize, outside Maya Mopan. 

Archaeologists believe that the site was occupied 

by Maya people during the Late Classic to 

Terminal Classic period (ca. 700-900/1000 AD).  

The site of Alabama was rediscovered in the 

1970’s, and briefly excavated in the 1980’s. It was 

then largely ignored until 2013.  

The site includes the monumental core 

(pictured above) and the settlement in the 

surrounding area.  

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 


